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REGULAR MEETING
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The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to order on Wednesday, June 6, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers by Mayor Mark Olson.  Council members present were Shane Hagstrom, Gary Tagtow and Scott Bjornson. Pat Wortham was absent.  The visitors at the meeting were Paul Jordan and Jim Dandre from Corvel Group, Terry Strand, Jared  Voge from Bolton and Menk and Ivan Wersal.  Representing the city departments was Police Chief Reed Schmidt, Officers Ross Johnson and Trever Berger and Steve Bomstad of the maintenance department. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of May 16, 2012, were motioned for approval by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow with two corrections.    Motion carried unanimously. 

paul jordon and jim dandre from corvel group

	Jordon explained that when the Corvel Group purchased the American Industrial Refrigeration in the fall of 2009 the easements were not a problem.  The buildings are paid for but they would like to use them as borrowing base but Bremer Bank won’t accept the property with the easements.  Jordon explained that a possible relocation of the lines shared costs by the city and Corvel could be solution.  Council directed City Engineer Jared Voge to discuss a possible solution can get back to the council. 

TERRY STRAND – CONCERNED ABOUT EXPENSE FOR PARK LIGHTING

	Strand was concerned that the city was getting into a bind by spending over $100,000 for lights on the baseball field.  He felt there should be other priorities. Hagstrom explained that attendance is good at the games and it is a way to get more people to come to Atwater. The Baseball Association will have night games and contribute $70,000.  The lights that are being replaced are from the year 1943 and need replacing.  Hagstrom is working on a grant to update some of the playground equipment in Centennial Park.  Strand informed the council that the street project downtown was a good idea and overdue.  Olson told Strand that when the council makes a decision they try to make sure that most of the town would benefit from that decision.  

POLICE DEPARTMENT

	Chief Schmidt read the May 2012 monthly report to the council.  Officer Johnson is looking into going with Kandiyohi County and switching to echarging and eticketing through the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension.  Need to approve the joint powers agreement. Chief Schmidt read his intent of retirement of August 1st less 15 days of vacation.  Bjornson will come back at the next meeting as to what process the department would like to take to get through the transition.   Motion to approve Resolution 2012-09 to approve the state of Minnesota joint powers agreement with the City of Atwater on behalf of its city attorney and Police department was made by Bjornson and second by Hagstrom. Motion carried unanimously.    

MAINTENACE DEPARTMENT

Bomstad informed the council that dust control has been scheduled.  Mn Dust control submitted $1.15 a gallon and J&J Dust Control was estimated at $1.10 per running foot.  Motion to go with Mn Dust Control at $1.15 a gallon with a budget of $3500 was made by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow.  Motion carried unanimously.  During the painting of the water tower to limit the VFD drives would cost eight to ten thousand dollars.  Bomstad said he didn’t think it was the right way to go.

PARKS 

	Summer Recreation is started and has 175 kids signed up.  Mike Kingery is heading up the coaching staff.  Barkers are already started working on the lights with wiring.  He is also looking at designing a Frisbee golf course along the lake trail.  

EDA 

	They approve a loan to Bryan Sietsema for $30,000 at 2% for 10 years to purchase a building downtown to move his business in permanently.

2011 report for city required contribution to Fire Relief association

	Council reviewed page 4 of the SC11 form that said a required contribution of $5,690 is required for the year 2012 to the Atwater Fire Relief Association. Clerk Smith informed the council that on the 2013 budget it will become a line item.
 
MPCA WASTEWATER RENEWAL

	Engineer Voge quickly reviewed the MPCA form required to renew our wastewater permit.  After council review a motion to accept the application was made by Hagstrom and second by Bjornson and carried unanimously.  Bomstad explained that the ponds are in good condition and were overbuilt for twice the current population when constructed.  Next Voge informed the council that the City was submitted for the Mn Public Facilities Authority and intended use plan for 2013 for 4th Street South.  We won’t hear until the end of the month if the project made the list.  The drinking water portion was for $1,230,000 and clean water was for $800,000 thus totaling $ 2,394,000.

Kandiyohi County Emergency management regarding 2013 hazard mitigation plan

	A letter from Kim Lindahl was read asking for the city’s interest in participating with the 2013 Hazard Mitigation plan update.  The original plan was made in 2008.  Smith was unsure if the city participated last time and would get back to the council then.

Payment #6 to latour for final phase of 2011 Street Project

	Pay estimate #6 is the second to last payment to LaTour for $144,852.10, there is a short punch list before final payment is asked for.  We will still retain 2.5% or $36,773.02 until the punch list is complete.  Motion was made by Bjornson and second by Hagstrom to approve and pay estimate #6.  Motion carried unanimously.    

NITRATE LEVELS

	Minnesota Department of health notified the city that the testing for Nitrates in Well #1 have gone up to 7.40 mg/L, up from  7.20 on February 27,2012.  State limit is 10.4 mg/L which action would need to be taken.  

Mediacom  - change in channels

	Medicacom notified the city that the SoapNet channel is no longer available but has added the Disney Junior channel.

Dance permitS

	Motion for dance permit approval was made by Hagstrom for the IDK for the month of July plus three off premises alcohol permits for June 17, June 22 and July13 at the Strong garage: all of premises permits are good until midnight only.  Motion was second by Bjornson and carried unanimously.  

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the Finance Committee; it was moved by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow.  Motion carried authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: June 7, 2012 (Checks numbers 23862-23894 for $174,298.13).  

reed schmidt retirement

	A motion was made by Bjornson and second by Hagstrom to accept the intended retirement of Chief of Police Reed Schmidt for August 1st.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made to adjourn by Hagstrom and second by Tagtow at 8:09 p.m. 




								____________________
								Goldie Smith
								City Clerk/Treasurer

